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	Tuesday, May 13, 2008
Hyatt Regency Hotel
Keynote Speaker:
Dr. John Mendelsohn

President

The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

Vaughan Award Recipient:
Reverend William Lawson

Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church

Luncheon Chair
Mr. John Hofmeister
President & US Country Chair

Shell Oil Company
Tables & tickets are still available!
Contact Jaymie Pedigo at jpedigo@centerforhoustonsfuture.org
or 713-844-9326

	
	


Dr. John Mendelsohn combines experience in clinical and laboratory research with administrative expertise for leading The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center.  Since becoming president in 1996, he has recruited a visionary management team and implemented new priorities for integrated programs in patient care, research, education and cancer prevention.  The institution has doubled in size by most parameters.  Under his direction, M. D. Anderson has been named the top cancer hospital in the nation five out of the past eight years in U.S. News & World Report's "America's Best Hospitals" survey, including 2007.
Reverend William Lawson is the founding pastor of Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church, retired after 42 years of dedicated service to the church and the community.  Located near the Texas Southern University campus, the church now boasts approximately 5000 members. Reverend Lawson is deeply committed to human rights, as an advocate for African Americans, Hispanics, women, the elderly, and the poor. The Center is proud to honor him with its annual Leadership Award. ■
Luncheon Committee: Willie Alexander, Joni Baird, Chip Carlisle, David Chaumette, Brandon Clarke, Roland Garcia, Roy Hall, Pauline Higgins, Jarvis Hollingsworth, Bill King, Robert Ledesma, Thompson Lin, Janiece Longoria, Jamey Rootes, Ileana Trevino, and Lorie Westrick

Our Emerging Houston Region Panel Forum 
In early February, the Center brought in 5 urban real estate experts from the Urban Land Institute to discuss Houston’s future growth and development.  Panelists were given extensive briefings and tours, and interviewed Partnership leadership, members, the Mayor, 3 county judges, prominent developers, METRO leadership and others.  

The panel recommended that the Region begin an inclusive, state of the art process to set goals for how the region should grow, that it realize that growth patterns are largely determined by public transportation investments, and that care should be taken to maintain the region’s low cost environment.  It noted that other mega-regions with which Houston competes are already engaged in similar planning.

They also recommended that HGAC create a competitive process to redirect some TIP money to encourage desirable development, such as redevelopment of existing corridors to attract new investment.  The panel recommended additionally that the Region:  
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Some of the panel’s public recommendations include the following:  

· Establish a compelling common vision to become the Region of Opportunity

· Benchmark the Houston Region against regional competitors worldwide

· Determine best practices to maximize the region’s competitiveness in light of its political/philosophical  approach by studying LA, Chicago, Abu Dhabi &  NY

· Implement a process to secure stakeholder involvement in regional action plan

· Encourage the Mayor of Houston and regional county judges to lead the effort

· Incorporate private sector leadership into the decision making process

· Develop and circulate proposed market driven development standards, and secure political and business endorsement thereof – the R-LIDS program (see more information below)

· Link the major growth centers and airports by rail 

· Decide whether aging wastewater plants in local sites should be repaired, or abandoned for a more regional wastewater treatment system.

· Build workforce (affordable) housing closer to places of employment

The CHF, in partnership with ULI-Houston, has developed an R-LIDS program that received a positive endorsement from the Our Emerging Houston Panel, as part of the solution to developing market driven development standards and securing widespread political and business endorsement of the standards.
For more information on Our Emerging Houston contact Deborah January-Bevers at djb@centerforhoustonsfuture.org or 713-844-9327 
	Houston Have Your Say will Air April 24 at 7pm

	The Center has partnered with HoustonPBS, Houston Public Radio, and Houston Community Newspapers to produce a series of live, sixty-minute broadcasts under the banner Houston Have Your Say. The first show will be on immigration on April 24 at 7pm, on Channel 8.  

Immigration received the most responses from a public survey of potential viewers asking which topic they would like to see covered:  education, growth, health care, or immigration.  The Center is thrilled to participate in this partnership that will allow us to draw attention to fundamental issues that impact our region.  A second show is planned for the Fall of 2008.  

Please tune in on April 24 at 7pm.  The show will feature experts on immigration issues and will attempt to represent many different points of view.  One of the important questions addressed by the show will be, “How should we, as a community address, our changing demographics and the immigration policies that impact our day to day lives?”  During and after the show, viewers will be able to share their views on a blog on the HoustonPBS website, www.houstonpbs.org. ■  
For more information on Houston Have Your Say contact Sandra Wegmann at swegmann@centerforhoustonsfuture.org or 713-844-9324
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Spring 2008 Leadership Forum Update
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37 forum participants made their way to Galveston from February 7th – 9th for Session I of the Spring 2008 Business/Civic Leadership Forum.  The participants consisted of leaders from diverse ethnicities and industries.

The participants will venture to The Woodlands Resort & Conference Center for Session II of the Business/Civic Leadership Forum.  The learning journey teams will make presentations on Friday, April 4th on the following topics:

A. Brand/Image – Helping the city to define its image to attract people, businesses, tourists, and strengthen the economy.

B. 21st Century Economies – Creating a strategy to attract venture capital to Houston for emerging technologies.

C. Diversity & Inclusiveness – Determining how demographic transformation of Houston impacts opportunities 

(i.e. educational, business, etc.) for all citizens of the region.

D. Qualify of Life (The “Creative Class”) – Developing a strategy to attract, cultivate, and retain GREAT Houston citizens.

E. Education (Parental Involvement) – Gaining an understanding of the effectiveness of parental involvement as it relates to child education and development.

F. Education (Early Childhood) – Determining the best practices for mobilizing resources and legislation to put into action programs that are geared towards early childhood development. ■
For more information on the Leadership Forums contact Chris Bilton at cbilton@centerforhoustonsfuture.org  or 713-844-9323

Graduates in the News
Center Board Member Named One of the 50 Most Influential Women Lawyers in America
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Linda Addison, a Senior Partner with Fulbright & Jaworski, has been named one of the “50 Most Influential Women Lawyers in America” by a national legal publication.  A year earlier, she was one of only 17 women on that publication’s list of “100 Most Influential Lawyers in America.”

Linda was also named a “Go-To Lawyer” in commercial litigation by a Texas legal publication that polled hundreds of her colleagues.  This spring she will receive the 2008 Outstanding Alumnus Award from the University of Texas 

Law Alumni Association.  

A spring 2007 graduate of the Leadership Forum, Linda is also a newly elected member of the Center’s board.
Forum Graduate Take Software Firm Public Through Reverse Merger

[image: image9.jpg]Houston 7S



Dovarri Inc. has kicked off the New Year by going public through a reverse merger.  The Houston-based software provider, previously called Strategic Partners, was founded in 1993 and purchased by Geary Broadnax in 2000.  Geary, traded on the Pink Sheets exchange under the symbol DVAR, chose to be acquired by a holding company called Greater Sooner Holdings Inc.  With an IPO, a firm also is generally required to give up a big chunk of shares, which Broadnax preferred not to do.  This way, he remains majority owner. 

Geary acquired Dovarri after selling a company he had co-founded, Insync Internet Services, to Reliant Energy Communications. 

The newly public firm intends to get more aggressive with marketing efforts, says Geary, who in 1999 was named the Houston SBA's Small Businessperson of the Year.  Dovarri's Web-based product aims to help small and midsize businesses manage sales departments.  The software was named 2005 small and midmarket Sales Force Automation Product of the Year by TechTarget's SearchCRM.com, which tracks developments in customer relationship management. Geary is a spring 2005 graduate of the Leadership Forum. (Source: Houston Business Journal)  
2008 Engineer of the Year
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Thomas Kornegay, Executive Director of the Port of Houston Authority, has been named 2008 Engineer of the Year by “Engineers Week Guide.”  Kornegay was appointed to his current role as Executive Director of PHA in 1992 and has steered the development of the PHA’s newest container and cruise terminal at Bayport.  

Thomas was elected chairman of the Association of Port Authorities (AAPA) board for the 1998 – 1999 term and has served on the association’s executive legislative policy council for several years.  In 2005, Kornegay was named among the “Annual Journal of Commerce Leadership Roll,” a listing of the top 12 leaders in trade and logistics organizations.  

He was also appointed to serve on the executive committee of the Transportation Research Board and has served on the board of directors of the Word Trade Division of the Greater Houston Partnership.  Thomas Kornegay is a recent graduate of the Fall 2007 Leadership Forum. (Source: Engineers Week Guide)  

Janiece Longoria Receives Sandra Day O’Conner Award 
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Janiece Longoria was selected as a recipient of the 2008 Sandra Day O’Connor Board Excellence Award.  

Janiece is among a select group of women lawyers across the US who has served with distinction as independent directors of public companies and has worked to advance the value of diversity in board positions.  She and her five fellow recipients were recognized at a luncheon on February 22nd in New York City.  

The Sandra Day O’Connor Board of Excellence Award is named after Retired United States Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.  US Supreme Court Justice O’Connor was the first woman justice appointed to the United States Supreme Court.  

A PHA Commissioner since 2002, Longoria chairs the International Business Development Task Force.  As chair of that task force, her goal is to increase the port’s international presence and to continue to grow container traffic from international destinations.  

Janiece Longoria is a Fall 2006 of the Center’s Business/Civic Leadership Forum.

Fort Bend County’s Man of Success 2007

[image: image12.jpg]


Marvin Marcell, a Fall 2007 graduate of the Center’s Business/Civic Leadership Forum was named Fort Bend Business Journal’s Man of Success 2007.
As the Director of Public Affairs for Group 1 Automotive, Marvin works with the Texas Automobile Dealers Association and the National Automobile Dealers Association, representing over 15,000 dealers before individual state legislatures, as well as the United States Congress.   

Marvin has been a resident of Ft. Bend County for 22 years and has served as the immediate Past Chairman of the Rosenberg-Richmond Area Chamber of Commerce.  He has also served as the Chairman of the Ft. Bend Chamber of Commerce, where he received the 2005 President’s Award for his volunteer service.  Marvin serves on numerous boards and is a member of the Greater Houston Partnership’s Government Relations Advisory Committee. 

We salute Marvin for his accomplishments and his continued service to this region. 
Publishers Elect Sonny Messiah-Jiles to Lead NNPA
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Sonceria “Sonny” Messiah-Jiles, publisher of the “Houston Defender,” has been elected chairperson of the National Newspaper Publishers Association, a federation of more than 200 Black-owned newspapers.  

Sonny was elected to a two-year term during the annual NNPA convention.  In this position, Sonny wants to continue highlighting the uniqueness of the Black press.  

Prior to purchasing the “Houston Defender” at the age of 27, she worked for a string of radio and television stations in Houston, in capacities ranging from news reporter to account executive.  Sonny also hosted a talk show on two local television stations.  

She serves on the board of the Center for Houston’s Future and is a fall 2001 graduate of the Center’s Leadership Forum.  ■
Events and Announcements:
Register for TreePrint Workshop
March 31 and April 1, 2008 | 08:30 AM
TxDOT, 7600 Washington Ave., Houston, TX 77007
Register for a workshop that will bring community leaders and elected officials together to create a regional tree plan.

Here is the hyperlink for 'register' http://www.h-gac.com/community/livable/forestry/treeprint/default.aspx
Photo Competition
The Center is seeking 150 photos of the Houston Region to use for its site. Click here for more details!
Spring 2008 Business/Civic Leadership Forum: Session 2: April 3rd & 4th
Houston Have Your Say Town Hall Meeting: April 24th 
Annual Luncheon: May 13th
********FORUM GRADUATES AND BOARD MEMBERS*********
******* SEND US YOUR NEWS TO BE FEATURED IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF FUTURE FOCUS *******
To unsubscribe, reply to amacal@centerforhoustonsfuture.org with the words "unsubscribe" in the subject line.

Center for Houston's Future | 1200 Smith Street | Suite 1150 | Houston, TX  77002 | 713-844-9325
www.centerforhoustonsfuture.org



























