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A partnership of community and media groups wants to get the public talking about some of the most volatile issues in Houston. First up: immigration.

At 7 p.m. Thursday, April 24, HoustonPBS, in partnership with Houston Community Newspapers, Houston Public Radio and The Center for Houston’s Future, will air a town hall meeting live on Channel 8. The show will discuss how both legal and undocumented immigration affects the Houston region, with specific focus on immigration’s impact on the Houston economy, education and health care systems.

“The goal of Houston Have Your Say is to draw attention to fundamental issues that impact our region and to create and sustain a dialogue space for our community to discuss important issues,” said John Hesse, general manager of HoustonPBS.

Immigration has dramatically changed the demographics of the Houston region over the past 30 years. The town hall meeting is in part the product of research on immigration issues and interviews. The show will feature experts such as Stephen Klineberg, who can speak to data so that the public can separate myth from reality.

“One of the things most important in our partnership with Houston Have Your Say is to help viewers understand that this issue doesn’t just affect Houstonians inside the Loop,” said Jonathan McElvy, editorial director for Houston Community Newspapers. “With 35 newspapers located around the greater Houston area, this issue is just as important in Clear Lake and Conroe; Tomball and Kingwood. Immigration is a significant topic for every one of our readers.”

According to research by Klineberg, a Rice University professor, virtually all the net growth of Harris County’s population during the past quarter-century is attributable to immigration directly from abroad. Klineberg’s 2006 Houston Area Survey revealed the city of Houston no longer has an ethnic majority. Anglos and Hispanics each comprised 35 percent of the city’s population, while blacks made up 22 percent and Asians/Other were 7 percent.

Klineberg’s research shows great socioeconomic disparities exist among new immigrants. The Houston Area Asian Survey found that 61 percent of all the Asian immigrants currently residing in the Houston area have college or postgraduate degrees, compared to just 46 percent of the U.S.-born Anglos. In sharp contrast, more than 51 percent of the Hispanic immigrants in Harris County, who constitute almost 60 percent of all Hispanic adults in the region, do not have high school diplomas. Only 9 percent have college degrees. 

During the show, viewers may call HoustonPBS at 713-741-8357 to ask questions of the audience. The public is invited to submit its own questions on immigration to haveyoursay@houstonpbs.org.

Immediately following the show, two blogs will be posted on www.houstonpbs.org to represent divergent viewpoints on the immigration debate and will be open for comments. An online resource center that includes policy papers and stories from around the Houston area on immigration will be available at www.centerforhoustonsfuture.org.

