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To read the newsletter online, please click here. 
	Center Releases Environment Indicator Report: Counting on Quality of Life 
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After many months of data collection, the Center for Houston's Future is pleased to publish Counting on Quality of Life:  An Environment Indicator Report this December.  The report is the product of intensive collaboration between the Center, government agencies, and other non-profit organizations.   

In the face of increasing concern over quality of life in the region, this report seeks to paint a more precise picture of where the region is environmentally.  The report covers air quality, signage, green buildings, litter and graffiti, parks and open space, resource use, tax delinquent lots, trees, and water quality.  

For each chapter, the report provides “baseline” information on how the region is doing in each specific area.  Our hope is to return to these “baseline” measures every 2-3 years to measure our progress.

We invite you to join this dialogue on how to hold ourselves, including government institutions, researchers, and community groups accountable for improving quality of life.  

The Indicator Report grew out of a “Learning Journey” from the Center’s 2005/2006 Business/Civic Leadership Forum.  Wil Uecker, a forum graduate and Professor of Management at Rice University, played a key role in the report’s completion.

The Indicator Report addresses five main questions throughout each of its nine chapters. First, we ask, “Why is this important for the region?”  Next, we outline current public policies affecting that environmental area in answer to, “What is the community goal?”   We then analyze, “How can we measure progress?” as well as, “What is the current situation?”  Finally, we provide future direction for research or action by asking, “Where do we go from here?”  

This report will be available online December 21st at www.centerforhoustonsfuture.org. ■


The Leadership Forum Reaches the 400 Mark!
On November 16th, the Center for Houston’s Future recognized the graduating class of the Fall 2007 Business/Civic Leadership Forum, and the number of graduates surpassed the 400 mark.  The forum was held at the San Luis Resort & Conference Center in Galveston, Texas.  The Fall Forum culminated with five “Learning Journey” teams making presentations on issues that they researched for a month and a half.  The presentation topics were as follows:

Inclusiveness and Diversity: Creating dialogue to establish trust and open discussion, and manifest this dialogue in dinners hosted by homes across the region

Education: Attracting/retaining superb teachers and using charter schools as a model
21st Century Economies: Attracting businesses to Houston, with a particular focus on the energy cluster and wind energy companies

Quality of Life (Urban Planning): Transit oriented mixed-use development within midtown Houston

Quality of Life (Houston Wilderness): Marketing campaign for Houston Wilderness 

The 35 members of the Fall 2007 Business/Civic Leadership 
Forum graduating class are:

	George Acevedo

Rick Barongi

Susan Borches

Stan Bunting

Alison Chang

Felix Chevalier

Brandon Clarke

Cindy Clifford

Bob Collie

Peter Durkin

Theresa Einhorn
Michael Emerson

Cecelia Galan-Garcia

Roland Garcia

Dr. Harry Gibbs
William King

Tom Kornegay

Anna Leal
	George Levan

Thompson Lin

Carlos J. Lopez

Marvin Marcell

Fulkra Mason

Sylvia Mayer

Jason Melton

Daniel Monticello

Erin Patterson

David Stanley Peterman

John Rossitto

Mary Eliza Shaper
Bill Swanstrom

Bob Udell

Lorie Westrick

Dane Whitehead

Cary Yates
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	Klineberg’s Regional Perspectives Engages Area Leadership

	The Center for Houston’s Future Business/Civic Leadership Forum graduate, new Center board member, and Houston sociology icon, Stephen Klineberg, unveiled Regional Perspectives, Houston’s first ever regional survey of attitudes and beliefs, on November 15th.  Klineberg presented his research on Montgomery, Galveston, Harris, and Fort Bend counties in partnership with the Center.  
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The talks at the event included introductions by Center President Ann Lents and former Galveston Mayor Barbara Crews and reflected a growing recognition of the need for regional collaboration and problem-solving.  Over 500 guests attended the luncheon at the Hilton-Americas hotel, including County Judges Ed Emmett (Harris), Joe King (Brazoria), and Alan Sadler (Montgomery).  

Media coverage reflected the breadth and importance of the survey, which covered topics ranging from perceptions of traffic, crime, environment, and economy, to attitudes toward immigration and cultural diversity.  The Houston Chronicle, Baytown Sun, Fort Bend Herald, and Galveston Daily News ran articles about survey respondents’ desire for mass transit.  The Houston Chronicle produced another piece on immigration, while the Houston Defender addressed the debate around cultural diversity in the region.  Channel 2 and Channel 11 also aired segments.

Since 1982, Dr. Klineberg has been conducting the Houston Area Survey.  This expansion of Dr. Klineberg’s study stemmed from our Fall 2005 Business/Civic Leadership Forum.  Two community leaders and Forum participants, Barbara Crews and Pat Hebert, participated in a “Learning Journey” that sought to expand the geographic reach of Professor Klineberg’s Houston surveys.  Out of this “Learning Journey” has grown the Regional Perspectives survey, a wealth of data on attitudes across our region.  

A copy of Regional Perspectives is available online at www.centerforhoustonsfuture.org. ■  


	Regional Greenway Water Quality Initiative  
The Center for Houston’s Future Report of the Regional Task Force recognized that regional growth on parks and open space require quick action to secure significant park and open space in the 5-county region and identified ways to accelerate park creation.  Three of these suggestions included: (1) leverage committed local funding with federal and state funds; (2) better utilize the region’s numerous waterways and coastal areas for parks, recreation, and open space; and (3) creation of public/private partnerships in order to cope with limited park budgets.
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The goal of the Regional Greenway Water Quality Initiative is to work with local entities to find federal funds to help acquire substantially more open space throughout our 5-county region.  This open space will be used for multiple purposes: water quality; flood detention, parks, recreation, and wildlife protection and enhancement.  Art Storey Park is one of 12 examples in the Houston region where water quality “filtering” features located in parks and open space along waterways in the 5-county region are helping to reduce bacteria levels.  Recent reports show as much as a 400% reduction in bacteria levels when water is allowed to travel through these meandering wetland basins.

To accomplish this goal, we are working with county officials and interest parties from all 5 counties to determine where current public property exists that is or can be used as "greenway water quality filters" and targeting additional property that could be acquired for this use.  Once acquired, this land can also be used to expand much-needed parkland and recreation for the communities surrounding the open space. 

The initial amount sought to acquire multi-county land for this purpose totals approximately $360 million, at 2007 land values for the region.  As growth continues at record pace, this amount will increase very quickly if the land is not acquired within the next 2 to 5 years. ■



Graduates in the News

Pope Names Daniel DiNardo a Cardinal
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Archbishop Daniel DiNardo, from the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, was named a Cardinal on October 17th, 2007.  He is the first Cardinal, or prince of the Church, in the Southern United States.

Archbishop DiNardo became the Chief Shepherd of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston on February 28th, 2006.  Pope Benedict XVI elevated Archbishop DiNardo at a Vatican Ceremony on November 24th.

With this new appointment, Cardinal DiNardo will serve as a member of a body of advisors for the Holy Father and while he will travel to the Vatican approximately twice a year, he will remain as Chief Pastor of more than 1.3 million Roman Catholics in the Houston-Galveston area.  Cardinal DiNardo is a Spring 2007 graduate of the Center’s Business/Civic Leadership Forum. ■
Board Updates

Governor Appoints Center Board Member to TSU Board of Regents
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Gov. Rick Perry appointed three to the Texas Southern University Board of Regents.  Among those three was Tracye McDaniel, currently the Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of the Greater Houston Partnership.  

 
McDaniel also serves as a board member of the Texas Economic Development Corporation. She formerly served as executive director of the Governor’s Division of Economic Development and Tourism, and as CEO of the Texas Economic Development Corporation TexasOne Program. 

She is a board member of the Center for Houston’s Future, the Houston Greeters, and the United Way of Houston. She is also the founding President of the Texas Association of African American Chambers of Commerce. She received a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Texas at Austin. 

Kelly Frels Elected Chair of TERC
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Kelly Frels, a senior partner at Bracewell & Giuliani LLP was elected to serve as chair of the Texas Environmental Research Consortium (TERC). In his new role, Mr. Frels will work closely with the leading national air quality and atmospheric scientists and government officials on air quality research and modeling issues.  This prestigious and diverse stakeholder group oversees air quality research used to improve air quality in East Texas, especially in Houston-Galveston-Brazoria (HGB) and Dallas-Ft. Worth (DFW).


Mr. Frels, a long standing board member of the Center for Houston’s Future, currently serves on the Center’s Advisory Council. ■  

Event Calendar

Board Retreat: January 29th
Real Estate Advisory Panel: February 4 th-7th
Spring 2008 Business/Civic Leadership Forum:

Session 1: February 7th-9th
Session 2: April 3rd & 4th

Annual Luncheon: May 13th
********FORUM GRADUATES AND BOARD MEMBERS*********
******* SEND US YOUR NEWS TO BE FEATURED IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF FUTURE FOCUS *******
To unsubscribe, reply to charvey@centerforhoustonsfuture.org with the words "unsubscribe" in the subject line.

Center for Houston's Future | 1200 Smith Street | Suite 1150 | Houston, TX  77002 | 713-844-9325
www.centerforhoustonsfuture.org















