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A Letter from Our President:
The Region Gets Graded

T hose of us who have had
school age children know
that the grades in a report
card can mean that the child
either gets rewarded for
getting good scores, or must
work to make up for less than desirable
scores and academic performance.

When it comes to regional performance, the
Center’s Counting on Quality of Place
Indicator Study, is the equivalent of our
children’s academic report card. The 2009
Indicator Study focuses on Air Quality,
Parks & Trails, and Trees. Authored by
professionals from the University of
Houston; the Houston Area Advanced
Research Center; North Harris Community
College; and, St. Luke’s Episcopal Health
Charities, the report’s results have been
vetted by data groups comprised of experts
in this year’s selected Indicators.

Fact-based, relevant, and easy to understand,
the data spans a 10-year period giving an
accurate picture of the region’s quality of
place, and its improvement or lack thereof.
A chapter on the health effects of these
indicators has also been added to illustrate
how they affect not only the place in which
we live, but the people living in it.

A half-day Symposium on January 20, 2010
will mark the release of these important
findings. The report will be available to the
community through our website.

I look forward to seeing you at the George
R. Brown Convention Center on January 20
as the Center unveils this important report. m
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Thriving in the 21* Century

By Donna Rybiski, Director, Strategic Initiatives & Community Engagement

What enables a community to
thrive? This is the essential question
for the greater Houston region as it
steps more firmly into the 21%
Century.

The Center for Houston’s Future
believes strongly that there are
fundamental indicators that must be
present and nurtured for a region to
thrive. These indicators are akin to
oxygen and the canary in a coal
mine. If absent, or present in a
disproportionate way, then, like the
future of the canary, the region’s
future will be less than bright.

From its inception, the Center has
focused on these fundamentals in
order to help the region realize a
bright future.  The Center has
emphasized  strategic  thinking
through scenario planning, a rigor-
ous and disciplined exercise that
paints a picture of what the future
might be. Currently, a major
scenario planning project is under-
way to identify regional scenarios
for the years 2015 to 2040. (Fall,
Future Focus) Without these
pictures, and a clear understanding
of the plausible and possible futures
our region might face, determining
courses of action become merely an
extrapolation from the past.

Research and measurement are the
bedrock of good planning and
decision making. Without research,
decisions become guesses; without
measurement, how will we know
progress is being made?

A thriving region must also have
extraordinary leaders capable of
understanding the challenges and
competition that 21 Century regions

and cities will face in an ever more

complex global market. They must
be willing to make the hard, strategic
decisions that will help the region
navigate through inevitable ups and
downs, and guide us to a future we
all want to share. At the same time,
21*" Century leaders must be clearly
focused on meeting the needs of a
diverse local populace, and adept at
moving within those communities.

The 2009 Counting on Quality of
Place Indicator Study is a tool for the
Center and the region to account for
how we are doing as a community.
This study, thoroughly researched
and vetted, examines the progress
and current state of Air Quality,
Parks & Trails, and Trees. Why are
these indicators important, and what
can they tell us about thriving?

These three indicators are vital to
having a sustainable region, where
students educated locally will want to
settle and raise their families, and to
which businesses will choose to

come and stay. The quality of our air,
the abundance of easily accessible

parks, green space, and a landscape
filled with trees and colorful
vegetation, are just the beginning of
having the quality of place that
positions this region among the top
ten areas in which to live and work in
the 21% Century. m



Center’s Selectivity Ensures Top-Notch Report

The authors for this year’s Counting on Quality of
Place Indicator Study represent a broad spectrum of
strong research institutions in the region. Tree chapter
authors David Hitchock and Zach Vernon hang their
hats at HARC, the Houston Advanced Research
Center. Air Quality Chapter Author Brigham Daniels
is an Associate Professor at the University of Houston
Law Center. Health Chapter Author Linda Highfield,
Ph.D, is the Community Health Information Systems
Manager at St. Luke’s Episcopal Health Charities.
Parks & Trails Author Ty Ann Noyes has worked as
an Adjunct Professor of Geographic Information
Systems at Lone Star College-North Harris.

The Center considered the strengths and diversity of
these institutions when selecting authors for the 2009
Report. David Hitchcock has more than 25 years of
experience as a researcher, with a breadth of expertise
including transportation, environmental, and energy
programs that address sustainable development and air
quality. As Director of Sustainable Transportation
Programs at HARC, one of his priorities is Houston’s
Regional Forest project, which quantifies the economic
and environmental benefits of trees.

Brigham Daniels’ research focus includes environ-
mental and natural resources law and policy. He
earned a J.D. from Stanford Law School and is a Ph.D.
candidate at Duke University’s Nicholas School for the
Environment. There, he headed a state climate policy
project, and was a lecturing fellow at its Law School.

Linda Highfield, a relatively new Ph.D. and a new
Houstonian, did a fantastic job of describing how air
quality, parks & trails, and trees, affect the seemingly
intangible health of our communities. St. Luke’s
collected essential data on air quality at specific
Houston neighborhoods.

Ty Ann Noyes lives in Montgomery County and is a
skilled GIS Analyst with an avid interest in parks. Her
experience researching environmental issues includes
work in Kenya, as well as the Cypress Creek Greenway
Park Mapping Project for the Cypress Creek Flood
Control Coalition.

All authors participated in meetings with the Center for
Houston’s Future ‘data groups,” which functioned as
steering committees for each indicator chapter. We
thank our authors for bringing their expertise to these
important public issues! m
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Please join the Center in congratulating its Fall 2009
Business/Civic Leadership Forum Graduates. The
graduates are as follows:

Carolyn Aiman, Senior Corporate Counsel, Shell Qil
Michael Bass, Director, HCA Healthcare

Beau Bellow, Senior Associate, The Lionstone Group

Bill Boyar, Chairman, Boyar & Miller

Brett Bushy, Partner, Bracewell & Giuliani, LLP

Judy Camarena, President, Arandas Franchises, Inc.
Geoff Carleton, Principal, Traffic Engineers, Inc.
Richard Carpenter, Ph.D., Chancellor, Lone Star
College System

Craig Cordola, CEO, Children’s Memorial Hermann
Hospital)

Susan Coulter, VP of Institutional Advancement, UT
Health Science Center of Houston)

Michael Dooley, Headquarters Community Relations
Manager, Exxon Mobil Corporation

David Francis, Ph.D., Professor, Univ. of Houston

David A. Henley, President, Meriplex

Kay Henze, Regional President, Verizon Wireless - Gulf
Coast

Rogers Herndon, Executive VP, Strategic Planning and
Business, RRI Energy, Inc.

Jonathan Homeyer, Senior VP & Regional Manager,
Wells Fargo Commercial Banking

Brad Howell, Chairman, Lodestar Logistics Corp.

John Huff, Facility Manager Downtown Houston,
Chevron Business and Real Estate Services

Burdette Huffman, Director - Redevelopment,
Weingarten Realty

Stacy Humphries, Attorney Search Director, Pye Legal
Group

Kenneth Janda, President and CEO, Community Health
Choice

Irene Johnson, Leader, Corp. Recruiting, Futurestep, Inc.
Felicia Kyle, Counsel, Sutherland

Suzanne Mayne, Director, Environment and Sustainable
Development, KBR, Inc.

Ruthanne Mefford, Executive Director, Child Advocates
of Fort Bend

Mia Mends, VP, Stored Valued Products, PreCash,Inc.
Michael Parks, Senior VP, Health-Exec Market Group
Clare Rojas, President and CEO, Alloy Multimedia

Gil Staley, Chief Operating Officer, Economic
Development Partnership

Dave Stevenson, Senior VP — Regional Lending
Manager, Amegy Bank

Peter Thomas, Chief Technology Officer, Blue Lance
Michelle Trevino-Aguilar, Administrative Officer —
Public Affairs, Federal Reserve Bank — Houston

Sandra Wegmann, Strategic Initiatives and Community
Engagement Manager, Ctr. for Houston’s Future

Marcie Zlotnik, Chairman and COO, StarTex Power

The next Business/Civic Leadership Forum is sched-
uled for March 25-27 and April 30-May 1st.

Congratulations to:

Grads Donna Cole and Elsie
Huang, who were both honored as
the outstanding leaders they are, at
the Community Leadership Awards
Luncheon on December 2.

[—

Grad Gracie Saenz, a 2009 Hall of
Fame inductee, for which she was
recognized at the Greater Houston
Women’s Chamber of Commerce Hall
of Fame Gala on December 10.

Grad Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, who was a recipient
of the Catholic Leadership Institute’s Award for
Outstanding Catholic Leadership on November 13.

Grads Anna Babin, Yolanda Green,
and Shauna Johnson Clark, for being
recognized as 2009 Women on the
Move by Texas Executive Women.

Grad Jack Drake, who was recently
selected as Secretary of the North
Houston Association.

Grad and Board Member Juanita
Romans, who was honored at The
Living Bank’s ‘Celebrate Life’
annual fundraiser, for a new program
which will support and advocate for
living kidney donors.

Grad Michele Sabino, who has accepted the position
of Special Assistant to the President for Strategic
Partnerships at the UH-Downtown.

Board  Member  George A.
DeMontrond, who was appointed to
the board of directors of Space
Center Houston.

Grad Fran Vallejo, who was honored with the Female
Executive of the Year Award by the Houston Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce. m
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Center Plans to Unveil Results of 2009
Indicator Study at January 20™ Symposium

The new year will mark the fulfillment of one of the
Center’s promises to the region — to provide a “report
card” on important indicators affecting its Quality of
Place. The participation of scholars, researchers, and
officials from the 8-county region in the study, and at
the Symposium at which it will be released, is another
testimony to the Center’s collaborative nature.

Consequently, the “report card’s” results will be
presented by three panels — one on Air Quality; one on
Parks & Trails; and one on Trees. Each will be
comprised of two experts in the indicator being
discussed and one health expert who will provide
statistics and help the audience better comprehend the
relationship between the particular indicator and our
health. A moderator from corporations, exemplary in
their environmental business efforts, will initiate the
discussions for each panel, and a chapter presenter will
provide a summary of the report’s findings.

The Center thanks

KBR

for being the Presenting Sponsor

Counting on Quality of Place
Indicator Symposium

January 20, 2010
8:00am-1:30pm

George R. Brown Convention Center
1001 Avenida De Las Americas Houston, TX 77010

Meet our Speakers, Moderators,
Panelists, and Chapter Presenters:

Doubling as the Breakfast Keynote Speaker, and as a
Tree Panelist, is Kathleen Wolf, Ph.D., a Research
Social Scientist and Professor at the University of
Washington. Dr. Wolf’s research focuses on people’s
perceptions and behaviors with regard to urban land-

scapes, and includes such facets of this relationship as:
costs, benefits and perceptions of urban forestry in
retail and commercial districts; integration of urban
nature and transportation systems; and, developmental
benefits associated with youth participation in urban
greening work.

How does place and physical
environment influence
human behavior?

Air Quality

Moderator: Susan Ghertner, Director of Environ-
mental Affairs, H-E-B. Ms. Ghertner designs and
manages H-E-B’s award-winning environmental stew-
ardship initiatives, and leads its environmental
outreach efforts.

Close to half of H-E-B’s largest delivery trucks in
Houston operate on liquefied natural gas, annually
reducing approximately 35 tons of nitrous oxide
emissions that contribute to smog and other forms of
air pollution.
cars off the road each year.

Panelists:

Robert Harriss, Ph.D., President and CEO of the
Houston Advanced Research Center. Dr. Harriss’
research focuses on sustainability science, engineering
and education and policy. His expertise lies in, among
other things, Earth System Science and the Uses and
Value of Weather and Climate Information.

Matthew Tejada, Ph.D., Director, Galveston Houston
Association for Smog Prevention/Mothers for Clean
Air (GHASP/MFCA). Dr. Tejada’s graduate research
focused largely on energy, the environment,
environmental policy and the development of civil
society. His organization is a leader in health and
clean air advocacy through research and education.

Stephen Linder, Ph.D., Professor, UT School of
Public Health, and Associate Director of the UT
Institute for Health Policy. Part of Dr. Linder’s
environmental research focuses on adaptation to
climate change, and most recently, on the assessment
of air toxics in the Greater Houston area.

That’' s the equivale
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...(continued from page 4)

Chapter Presenter:

Brigham Daniels, J.D., Assistant Professor, The
University of Houston. Please see page 2 for his bio.

“Clean air i's a n
because no one should have the right to
make risky chemical alterations to air
which they don’t
breathe.”

— Houston Mayor Bill White,
State of the City Address (Jan. 24, 2005)

Parks and Trails

Moderator: David Wolff, Chairman and President,
Wolff Companies. Mr. Wolff is a real estate investor
and developer whose projects incorporate significant
landscaping, preservation, and enhancement of existing
trees and vegetation. Deed restrictions and
development guidelines for his projects are drawn to
ensure permanent high quality green surroundings.

During his career, Mr. Wolff has been responsible for
the donation and planting of thousands of trees in
parks, along public rights of way and on private
holdings in north, west and southwest Houston, and, in
Washington County.

Mr. Wolff served for twelve years on the Houston
Parks Board, including two terms as Chairman. In
addition, he privately created Carolyn H. Wolff Park.

Panelists:

Robert Rayburn, Director of Natural Resources, The
Energy Corridor. Mr. Rayburn has more than 30 years
experience as a registered Landscape Architect and is a
dedicated proponent for sustainable development,
resource protection, preservation and management. He
has extensive statewide experience in park planning,
design and implementation. In addition, Mr. Rayburn is
also a LEED Accredited Professional, an ISA certified
arborist and currently serves as a Vice President for the
Bayou Preservation Association.

The Honorable Ed Chance, Commissioner Precinct 3,
Montgomery County. Commissioner Chance has taken
the lead in significant environmental developments

including the Spring Creek Greenway Project and the
innovative Montgomery County Precinct 3 Recycling
Program. He has been recognized with numerous
awards including the Trail Blazer Award for the Spring
Creek Greenway Project; and the 2008 Best Practice
Award for Innovation in Community Improvement for
the Precinct 3 Recycling, Reuse & Household
Chemical Waste Complex.

Siripopom McKay, M.D., Assistant Professor,
Pediatrics, Baylor College of Medicine. Dr. McKay is
also an attending physician at the Texas Childrens
Hospital (TCH). She is an expert in the study and
treatment of diabetes, and currently serves as Director
of the type 2 diabetes program at the TCH, and as
Medical Director for the Treatment Options in type 2
Diabetes in Adolescents and Youth trial.

Chapter Presenter:

John deBessonet, Park Planner, Harris County Public
Infrastructure Department.  Mr. deBessonet is a
registered Landscape Architect, with more than 30
years experience in park planning. He manages and
plans the acquisition and development of parks, open
space, and recreational facilities for the county. He is a
a member of the Texas Recreation and Parks Society,
and a board member and past president of the National
Association of County Park and Recreation Officials.

Did You Know...?

Forests and trees:

* Increase real estate values & community pride
* Improve air quality and reduce pollution

* Lower air temperatures

* Buffer against flooding

* Cool cities and lower your AC bill

* Improve health, & aid illness recovery

(www.springcreekgreenway.org)

Trees

CORPORATION

Panel Sponsor:

Moderator: Obie O’Brien, VP, Government and
Community Relations, Apache Corporation. Mr.
O’Brien has been directly involved with the Apache
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Tree Planting Program, which since 2006, has given
trees to non-profit organizations where the company
has oil and natural gas operations. This program has
helped improve wildlife habitats, replace trees
destroyed by natural disasters, and enhance neighbor-
hoods across 14 states.

In April 2009, Apache awarded its one-millionth tree
and announced a renewed commitment by pledging to
give away an additional two million trees over the next
several years. Additionally, the company has been
actively working to restore wetlands along 270,000
acres it owns along the South Louisiana coast.

Panelists:

Michael “Mickey” Merritt, Bayou Region Urban
Forestry Coordinator, Texas Forest Service. Mr.
Merritt works with communities and organizations to
develop long-term sustainable forestry and tree care
programs. Projects he is involved with include the
Houston Green/American Forests Citygreen UEA, the
Houston Regional Forest “UFORE” study, and the
TreePrint Working Group. He is involved in programs
that demonstrate the value of utilizing trees as a tool
for meeting the Houston area’s air, water and quality of
place requirements. Mr. Merritt earned a Bachelor of
Science in Forestry from Louisiana Tech University
and is a member of the Society of American Foresters,
the Texas Urban Forestry Council and the Houston
Area Urban Forestry Council.

Paul Wierzbicki, City Forester, Missouri City Parks
and Recreation Department. Mr. Wierzbicki joined the
Missouri City Parks and Recreation team in 2008, as its
first City Forester. Before that, he spent almost a
decade working and volunteering in urban forestry in
Minnesota, lowa, and Illinois. He holds a Master’s
degree in  Recreation, Parks, and Tourism
Administration from Western Illinois University. Mr.
Wierzbicki is an ISA Certified Professional Arborist,
and a member of the Houston Area Urban Forestry
Council Board.

Kathleen Wolf, Ph.D., Research Social Scientist &
Professor, The University of Washington. Please see
page 4 for her bio.

Chapter Presenter:

David Hitchcock, AICP, Director, Sustainable
Transportation Programs, HARC. Please see page 2
for his bio. m

We thank KBR, our Presenting Sponsor, Apache
Corporation, our Tree Panel Sponsor, and the
following Partners for their support:

(HIAIRIC]
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ustainability

Board

The Texas A&M Un

Did You Know...?

“Forests in the United States absorb and
store about 750 million metric tons of CO,
each year, an amount equivalent to 10% of

the country’s CO, emissions.”

(Northern Institute of Applied Carbon
Science, US Dept. of Agriculture)

e

Houston-Galveston
Council

TEXAS

FOREST * SERVICE
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We could not make it without your help!
Our heart-felt thank you goes to the
following Donors, and Friends:

Fourth Quarter
Donors

Access Data Supply
Richard Ballanfant
Mr. and Mrs. E. William Barnett
Mary Bass
Blue Lance
BP Corporation North America, Inc.
James Calaway
Ann & Albert Chao
Chevron
Ellen Cohen
Comerica Bank
Mr. and Mrs. James Crownover
George DeMontrond
Exxon Mabil Corporation
Kelly Frels
George & Kathryn Martinez Fund
Frank J. Hevrdejs
John & Karen Hofmeister
Houston Parks Board
Imogen Papadopoulos
Jack S. and Donna P. Josey Foundation
Jenny and Jim Elkins Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Jhin
Mavis P. Kelsey, Jr.
Harris Kempner
Stephen Klineberg
Mike Loya
Marek Family of Companies
M.D. Anderson Foundation
Mustang CAT
Jacqueline Northcut
Jaymie Pedigo
Pipescape International, Inc.
Ali Saberioon
Shell Oil Company
Silver Eagle Distributors
Sterling Bank
Steven & Sheila Miller Foundation
Strake Foundation
Sysco Corporation
Texas Forest Service
The Adler Foundation
The Grocer's Supply Co., Inc.

Donors, contd.

The Stanford and Joan Alexander Foundation
Transwestern
Vinson & Elkins, LLP
Vivian L. Smith Foundation
Wareing & Co.
YMCA of Greater Houston

Friends of the Future
Richard Campo — Friend for Life

Susan Coulter
Irene Oakley Johnson
Peter Johnston
Michael Parks
Halcyon Reese
Mary Ryder
Harriet & Nathan Wasserstrum
Sandra Wegmann

Friends of the Future are concerned and engaged

individuals who want to impact quality of life,
public policy and regional collaboration for our
area. To become a Friend of the Future, please
visit www.centerforhoustonsfuture.org.

Friend for Life ($5000+)*: Friend for Life plaque,
recognition in our newsletter and at our events, a thank
you gift, a copy of our most recent research report, and
exclusive “Friends” functions.

Futurist ($1000-$4999): Futurist plaque, recognition in
our newsletter and at our events, a thank you gift,

a copy of our most recent research report, and exclusive
“Friends” functions.

Visionary ($500-$999): Annual certificate, recognition
in our newsletter and at our events, a thank you
gift, and a copy of our most recent research report.

Pioneer ($250-$499): Annual certificate, recognition in
our newsletter and at our events, and a thank
you gift.

Friend ($100-$249): Annual certificate, recognition in
our newsletter and at our events.

*All investment levels are renewable annually except
Friend for Life
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http://www.centerforhoustonsfuture.org/cfhf.cfm?a=cms,c,23,4,1
file:///C:/Users/msantosgaray/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/_thecenter/Community%20Future%20Awareness/2009/E-Newsletter/March%20Newsletter/www.centerforhoustonsfuture.org

