Leadership that Endures and Inspires

The can-do spirit of the Greater Hous-
ton region and the fearless quality of
its leadership have made it what it is
today—a dynamic place in which to
live, work, and play.

The trailblazers who will be recog-
nized at the Center’s April 14 Annual
Luncheon have demonstrated strong
and steadfast leadership that continu-
ally encourages those around them
to become the change they want to
see in the region.

Gene Vaughan, the founder and driv-
ing force behind the creation of the
Center, is the inspiration behind the
Eugene H. Vaughan Civic Leadership
Award. Always looking “over the
horizon”, he has reached across gen-
erations, “widening the circle and
deepening the bench” of Houston’s
civic leaders. His tireless commit-
ment has, undoubtedly, made our
region a better place.

The Vaughan Award has been given
for the past seven years to individuals
who have made a mark in the region
through their civic leadership in hu-
man capital development, quality of
place, and 21st Century economies.

This year’s recipient,
Jack S. Blanton, Sr., has
been exceptional in

this role. An ardent pro-
ponent of Houston, he
led the Board of the
Houston  Endowment,
and the Greater Houston Chamber of
Commerce. He has chaired the
Board of Regents of the University of
Texas, and served on the boards of

the Methodist Hospital Healthcare
System, and the Texas Medical Cen-
ter. Mr. Blanton is the embodiment
of the quality of service and vision
that is at the heart of this award.

Another extraordinary leader, and
the Luncheon Keynote Speaker is
61 U.S. Secretary of State, James A.
Baker, Ill.  He will be speaking
about Houston as a global city, an
apt topic from a Houston native
whose public service has taken him
to more than 90 foreign countries.

Secretary Baker served
in senior government
positions under three

U.S. presidents, includ-

ing as Secretary of the

Treasury, Chief of Staff
and special envoy to resolve politi-
cal and economic issues at home
and abroad. He is currently a sen-
ior partner with Baker Botts and
honorary chair of the Baker Institute
of Public Policy at Rice University.
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