Center for Houston’s Future Annual Luncheon a Huge Success

By Mercedes Santos-Garay, Center for Houston’s Future

The Center for Houston’s Future celebrated its 2009 Annual Luncheon “Bridge to the Future,” gathering close to 600 business, government and community leaders from all over the region, and significantly surpassing the attendance of previous years.
The turnout at this event is in great part attributed to this year’s honoree Ned Holmes, who was the recipient of the Eugene H. Vaughan Civic Leadership Award, and to the Keynote Speaker, Senior Pastor Kirbyjon Caldwell, from Windsor Village United Methodist Church.  Mr. Holmes is former Chairman of both the Greater Houston Partnership and the Port of Houston Authority Commission, and has served on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission.  He presently serves on the Texas Highway Commission.
“I can’t think of a more deserving person” said Jim Royer, Vice Chair of AECOM, who introduced Mr. Holmes.   Catherine Mosbacher, President and CEO of the Center for Houston’s Future added, “I thank God for living in a community that has such a spirit of generosity and gives us an example of servant leadership like we have in Ned Holmes.”
The event concluded with the keynote address “There Are No Winners on a Losing Team” by Senior Pastor Kirbyjon Caldwell.    In it, he challenged everyone to consider the present state of the public school system in Houston, and what could feasibly be done to help it out.  He cited that the students that are product of this public system are our future.   Luncheon Chair Linda Addison, a Partner at Fulbright & Jaworski, LLP, closed by thanking everyone for their support and humorously sending everyone “back to work.”
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The Center for Houston’s Future is a 501c(3) organization and advances the Houston region as one of the top ten global communities in which to live and work.  For more information, visit www.centerforhoustonsfuture.org
